OVERVIEW

Options and Opportunities (O2) is a program designed to help students work toward a career or occupation in learning contexts that responds to their learning needs and that provides linkages to the workplace and other post-secondary destinations. This is achieved through a focus on eight key components
	· Community Learning Partnerships
	· Instructional Teaming

	· Integrated Career Education and Planning
	· Expanded Course Options

	· Skills for the Workplace
	· Head Start in a Career

	· Flexible Design and Delivery
	· Connecting with Families


When schools undertake to offer an Options and Opportunities program, they are making the following commitment to a group of students 
· We will make school a different experience for you.

· We will help you find a way to succeed.

· We will not give up on you.

At the beginning of the grade 10 course selection process, guidance counselors, teachers, and administrators identify candidates for O2. Students and families are also able to self identify. High school staff visit feeder schools to describe the program structure and expectations to families and potential candidates. An intake process that includes students, parents, teachers, and junior and senior high guidance counselors is an essential part of the initial planning process. The teacher responsible for coordinating O2 and assigned O2 staff interview students who have submitted applications; families are also welcome to attend and participate in this part of the process. 
Students who complete high school through the O2 program will be expected to demonstrate the following:
· Ability to articulate a career plan

· Strong employability and personal skills

· Personal awareness of their skills and strengths

· Average or higher literacy and numeracy

· Basic skills and knowledge specific to at least one occupation

O2 students will graduate with a high school completion certificate, subject to the same program requirements as other high school students. While students are expected to achieve the outcomes as stated in public school program curriculum documents, their learning experiences will be different. Upon graduation, in order to be eligible to receive the Options and Opportunities Certificate of Achievement students must have achieved

· Completion of a minimum of four co-operative education credits (1 of which may be Community Based Learning 10)
· Development of a Portfolio, which demonstrates personal, social, and academic activities; evidence of reflection, and a skills and interests inventory; career research and planning

· Completion of Career Development 10, Career Development 11 and Workplace Health & Safety 11

Students hoping to benefit from the offer of an assured seat in a program at the Nova Scotia Community College must complete courses that will qualify them for the Options and Opportunities Certificate of Achievement.
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